Otitis media and hearing loss in the children of the Ruatoki valley: a continuing public health problem.
A longitudinal survey of ear disease using repeated otomicroscopy has demonstrated cases of persistent middle ear effusion, cholesteatoma and perforation in a group of 275 Maori children. The hearing of 194 of the children was assessed, and 25% of them were found to have a hearing loss. It is concluded a public health problem exists with these children. Improved detection and treatment of ear disease and hearing loss in this population is recommended.